I MY COLLECTION HAS A NEW HOME IJzebrand Schuitema

It was in the early 1980’s that I bought a slide rule at a flea market in Berlin.
Having paid very little for my find, the original idea was to resell it when I was
back in Holland and use the profit to finance my existing hobbies. However,
back home the combination of scales intrigued me so much I decided to keep
the slide rule. That was the start of a new hobby and a new collection.

Since then a hive of activity related to the theme of slide rule collecting has
spanned more than 25 years. I wrote about my experiences in one of my ok 9
books "The Slide Rule As Hobby Theme”, subtitled: "A reflection of about 25 S <
years of enjoying collecting slide rules and all what comes under discussion. - L
Reminiscences which were worth a try to lay down on paper”.

When anyone who is absorbed with a hobby for so long reaches a respectable age the inevitable
question arises: "What will happen to my collection when I am no longer around?” In my case the
question was even more pertinent because of the size of my collection and its related scope and
variety. Unique in the world it consists of linear and round slide rules, pocket watch slide rules, side
rule drums and cylinders, slide charts, production tools, filmstrips for printing scales, typeset printing
blocks, instructions for use, books, folders, photographs, factory archives, patents, training
materials, etc, etc. Recognising this, my decision was to keep everything together and to resist
selling off parts to interested parties. Believing my collection represented something of great cultural
and scientific value, I wanted it to remain intact and an everlasting easily available source for
anyone wishing to undertake any related historical, scientific or technical research. The history of the
slide rule roughly covers the period from 1600 to the end of the 1900’s. For more than three and
half centuries the slide rule had a strong and important social influence. When viewed in its entirety,
my collection largely reflects these influences.

But this raised another question: "How to achieve the goal of keeping the collection together but at
the same time make sure the contents stay accessible?” The first and most logical avenue worth
exploring was to see if a suitable museum could be found for my collection. To test the water I
surveyed 40 of the approximate 1200 registered museums in The Netherlands. The answers to 10
questions would give me an insight into the perception of Dutch museums for a slide rule collection.
27 of the 40 museums I contacted replied. The results were, on the whole, sadly disappointing.
There was little inherent knowledge over the historical, technical, scientific and associated social
aspects and none of them had a collecting strategy that covered the slide rule. I visited various
important museums and spoke with their directors. This just confirmed the answers and views I
already had. The reaction to my invitation to eight of the more promising museums to view the
collection at my home was also disappointing. Two respectively declined, four ignored the invitation
and the two that took the trouble to visit me, let me know after their visits that they saw no
possibility for helping me achieve my objective.

So was that the end or were there other possibilities? I had had informal contact with a private
individual who used to manufacture bricks. Brick production had stopped and the individual had
plans to turn his old factory into an industrial museum. Initial discussions with him went very well
and it started to look like the whole of my collection would be the main exhibit in one of his factory
halls. Despite this I started to get cold feet and think it might fail. It was, after all, a very eccentric
idea to start a new museum in Delfzijl and the owner was already over 65 years old. Would the
museum ever gain legitimacy and enough visitors to financially survive? So I had my doubts about
committing my whole collection to such a new museum and I eventually decided against the idea.
My doubts were justified. Within two years the individual decided to abandon his plans for a
museum.

Another initiative was to entrust my whole collection to
the "Kromhout Werf” museum in Amsterdam. A collector
friend of mine sits on the governing body of the
museum and they initially believed there were distinct
possibilities. However, in the end they had to reject the
idea because the future of their museum was in some
doubt because the land where the museum was located
had been rezoned. So also this possibility looked
doomed to fail.

Then unexpectedly the solution came in the post.
Several years ago, as part of a meeting organised by
the German slide rule collectors club, I had visited the
“Arithmeum” museum in Bonn, Germany. I used my
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visit to donate copies of my first two books to the museum’s library. In this way the museum was
not only aware of my collection but also knew me personally. A collector friend of mine during a later
visit to the museum mentioned to the director that I was looking for a good home for my collection.
Subsequently, in 2007, I received a letter from the “Arithmeum”. As part of the University of Bonn,
the museum was interested in adopting my whole collection, managing the collection, making it
accessible to researchers either on location or via the digital highway and based on different
theme’s, to have the collection on display. It is impossible to imagine a nicer letter. Shortly
afterwards the museum Director and a Professor from the University followed up their letter with a
visit to view my collection and discuss its transfer. During the discussions we were able to agree on
all the associated organisational aspects. The only unresolved point was the financial side. My
collection is worth a considerable amount of money. Unfortunately the museum had no means by
which they could buy my collection. Although the financial side was obviously important to me, the
more essential aspect was finding a suitable home for my collection, how it would be organised and
ensuring it remained accessible to others.

For me, I knew that the transfer of my collection was now a sure thing. However, I tried all sorts of
ways to get the transfer privately sponsored by approaching companies and various funds. None of
my many initiatives led to anything.

In contrast, the University of Bonn looked for an alternative way to compensate me. What they
came up with is truly special. In the 1990’s the University started issuing special medals. The short
explanatory text as drawn up by the University is a follows:

Wolfgang-Paul-M edaille der Rheinischen
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn

Die Wolfgang-Paul Medaille wurde unter dem Rektorat von Professor
Max Huber (1992-1997) ins Leben gerufen. Sie soll an den weltweit
bekannten Physiker und Nobelpreistréger Wolfgang Paul, der seit 1952
ordentlicher Professor an der Universitdét Bonn war, erinnern. Sie wird
sowohl Wissenschaftler als auch an Personen verliehen, die sich in
ideeller oder materieller Weise um die Universitdt Bonn besonders
verdient gemacht haben. Einer der bekanntesten Trager der Wolfgang-
Paul-Medaille ist der ehemalige deutsche Bundeskanzler Dr. Helmut
Kohl.

The university decided to award me this medal. I consider this a great honour, not only for me
personally but also a sign of recognition that the slide rule for approximately four centuries had a
significant cultural, social, scientific and technical calculating aid impact.

The medal ceremony and associated reception took place in Bonn on December 2" 2008. The
ceremony and reception made a big impression on me. It will remain a fond and lasting memory for
many years to come.

I assume the organisational aspects associated with the transfer and accessibility of my collection
will probably take at least a couple of years to complete. I hope and expect to be significantly
involved in the transfer. In this way I can ensure that the results will be seen as optimal by all who
need to reference any of the items for private research projects.

As a follow-on activity I will try, in parallel, to get the UNESCO, as part of their policy to compile new
lists of non-material items of “world heritage” importance, to get the theme “calculating with the
help of a slide rule”, added to one of their lists. If I succeed, then the provenance of the slide rule as
a protected item of cultural importance, with the museum “Arithmeum” in Bonn as its most
important global centre, is guaranteed for time everlasting. I have already written to UNESCO and I
await their reply.

With this account I hope to get readers and collectors thinking about what
information, documents, etc they have in their collections that is not yet
administered by the “Arithmeum”. Then perhaps in correspondence or e-
mail with the museum, you may decide to offer it to the museum so that
it becomes the most important global centre for finding everything out
about the history of the slide rule.

Let this aim become an objective for all of us — that is my wish.
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rechnen einst und heute
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ARITHMEUM

rechnen einst und heute

Pressenotiz Schenkung Sammlung Schuitema

Heute fast vergessen: Der Rechenschieber
Eine der gréfiten Sammlungen kommt nach Bonn

Frither war er ein allgegenwiirtiges Rechenhilfsmiuel, ob in der Schule oder im Beruf: Der
Rechenschieber. Die Versuche, komplexe Rechnungen mit Hilfe von Geridten zu
vereinfachen, sind schon sehr alt. Doch erst durch die Erfindung des Logarithmus im 16.
Jahrhundert wurde der Weg zu diesem wirklich effektiven, universell anwendbaren
Hilfsmittel geebnet. Eine Idee von Michael Stifel, die er 1544 duflerte, wurde 70 Jahre spéter
von John Napier aufgegriffen. Dieser priigte auch den Begriff ,Logarithmus®”, Kurze Zeit
darauf wurde von einem britischen Gelehrten namens Edmund Gunter der erste Vorldufer des
spiiteren Rechenschiebers vorgestellt: Ein Holzlineal, auf das logarithmische Skalen
aufgebracht waren. Nun konnte man mit Hilfe eines Stechzirkels durch Addition von Strecken
Berechnungen durchfiihren. Die sogenannte ,,Gunter-Scale™ wurde sehr lange z.B. in der
Astronomie oder der Navigation auf See verwendet. Um 1630 kam William Oughtred eine
neue Idee. Er verwendete zwei Lineale und verschob sie parallel zueinander. Somit war die
Benutzung des Stechzirkels iberfliissig. Spiter entwickelte sich daraus der bekannte
Rechenschieber mit beweglicher Zunge.

Frithe Lineale und Schieber sind eine Raritiit, und einige Stiicke aus dem 18. Jahrhundert
stellen Schmuckstiicke der Sammlung des Arithmeums dar. Vor drei Jahren kam durch die
Schenkung einer franzdisischen Sammlung noch eine groBe Anzahl verschiedener
Rechenschieher und -scheiben hinzu

Mun ist der Bestand des Arithmeurns um eine bedeutende Sammiung bereichert worden. Mit
der Sehenkung der Rechenschisber- Samm!uno von Herrn Liipl-ing. Uzebmnd Schuttersa ist
das Atithmeum nun auch im Bereich dieser Rechenhilfsmittel filhrend geworden. Die tiber
2700 Oblekis wmiassende Sammlung hat der nisderlindische Ingenieur in iber 25 Jahren
zusammengetragen, Sie zghlt damit zu den grobien ihrer Art weltweit. Der Rechenschicber
gehdrt zv den mathematischen Hilfsmitteln, die mit dem Aufkommen des Taschenrechners
obsolet geworden sind. Die Erhaltung und Dokumentation dieses niitzlichen Rechengerites
lag Herrn Schuitema am Herzen, als er in den frihen 80er Jahren das ersie Stilck seiner
Sammlung erstand. Neben vollstindigen Modellrethen von Herstellerfinnen wis Faber
Castell, Mestler oder Arisio, umiasst der Bestand auch eine grofie Zshl an verschiedensten
Rechenscheiben und Zylinderm. Zudem sind einige Unikate und Patentmodelle vochanden,
Die offizielle Ubergabe der Sammlung an die Universitiit Bonn erfolgt am 2, Dezember im
Arithmeum. Als Auszeichnung fiir seine intensive und umfassende Arbeir wivd Henm
Schultema in diesem Ralvnen die Wolfgang-Payl-Medaille der Universitht Borw dwech den
Relaor Herm Professor Dr. Matthias Winiger verlizhen.

Lennéstrazse 2 - D-53113 Sonn - Tel, J22R-7AE770 - Fax 0228-TRE771 - e-mall dm@oruni-bonn.de
im Forschungginstiut {r Diskiets Mathematlk - Rheinlsche Frigdrish-Wilhaims - Univarsiiil Sonn

MIR49 Pagina 11 10-9-2011



